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e-mail: builtbest@msn.com January 17, 2013

To all Pueblo West Residents, 

This letter is to bring to your attention the new San Isabel Electric policy that was implemented
last July 1st, 2012.

This policy requires all new homes have the electric meters installed on mobile home pedestals
instead of on the building.  I attended the December SIE board meeting along with PWMD board
member Christine McCarthy, to inform them that this is not acceptable, and will detract from the
value of my new homes and the used homes in Pueblo West.  They will not listen.  It is my belief,
that once they have legally established this policy in our community, they will begin to remove all
meters from the homes and install them on pedestals somewhere where it is best for them, and
not the homeowner.

The problems with this policy are:

1: The public now has access to your meter and main shut off switch.  If you have a bad
neighbor and leave your home, your neighbor can very easily shut off your electric, thus leaving
you with no security lighting, security system, and no heat, since your furnace will not fire up
without electricity.

2: The public can now destroy many of your electronics, by flipping the main switch on and off at
the panel box.  This constant on/off use creates a surge and then a drop off, which can burn out
many control panels in your home (even your appliances have electronics built into them).  The
panel boxes can be locked, but are not designed to be, and can be easily broken into.

3: Thieves can turn off your lighting and security systems from your front or rear yard, rather than
having to climb a fence and then dealing with your dog, or at minimum, having to walk up to your
home while the lights are still on and risk being seen by a neighbor.

4: SIE can place the meters between the garage and the lot line, as they have at 1214
Sweetwater Ave..  This will prevent anyone from parking an RV on the side of the garage, or
building an RV garage in the rear or side of the home.  If they locate the meter base on the lot
line, this creates a problem with a future fence install and also allows your neighbor convenient
access to your meter.  If the panel is located anywhere on the garage side, the likelihood of the
homeowner backing into the meter is greatly increased, and can cause serious damage to your
service, and perhaps you, by shorting out the 200 amp service.

5: Higher end homes will be most adversely affected by this policy.  Most larger homes have far
more expensive electronics built into them, and it’s likely that these buyers will not want the
public to have access to their meter.



6: This adds at least $1,000.00 to the cost to install the electric service on new homes. 

7: McCulloch properties paid SIE large sums of money back in the sixties and seventies to have 
underground electric installed instead of overhead for a reason: to keep the electric hidden as
best as possible.  These meter pedestals are very visible, and are not what I had expected when
I purchased my properties in Pueblo West.  I had a reasonable expectation that SIE was going to
complete this project the way they had started it back in the sixties.  We have 45 years of
standard practice of mounting the meters on the home, now is not the time to change the
aesthetics of our community.

8: The home owner is responsible for the electric line from the transformer/meter to your home,
not SIE.  If something happens to the line, no matter whose fault, SIE will not help you with
restoring service to your home.  You will have to contact a private company to fix any problem
that exists between their meter and your home.  Unless you knock over their meter, in which
case you will have to pay them whatever they want to fix the meter.

9: We all know of the existing problem of the use of baseball bats on our mailboxes.  Let’s not
temp our youth with bragging rights for taking out a record amount of electric meters.

I have had conversations with Intermountain Rural Electric Service, Black Hills Energy, and Xcel
regarding their meter install policy.  They ALL told me that the “vast majority of meters are
installed on the buildings and have no intentions of using pedestals on single family homes”. 
The first primary reasons mentioned: their customers WANT the meters on the building, and the
safety issues involved.  In limited rare situations, typically in rural area’s, they do use a pedestal,
but only when the customer requests it, it does not violate any COA issues, and is safe for the
customer.  They are also, in many cases, regulated by the Colorado PUC, by developer
contracts, and by local city ordinances.  SIE is not PUC regulated.

I am extremely upset that SIE manager, Mr. Rudolph, did not have enough respect for the
residents of Pueblo West, by at least contacting our PWMD and COA, and asking permission to
install these mobile home pedestals in our yards.  I had to bring it to the attention of our Board. 
Just because SIE is tired of enforcing their easements, easements that they completely control
and write, and just because they are tired of chasing down a few dead beats, that is no reason to
punish our entire community.  If this is not stopped soon, you will have your meter relocated to
the rear or front of your property, no matter where you live in Pueblo West.  We are not a giant
mobile home park.

If you believe this is not a good policy for our community, then please contact SIE manager Mr.
Rudolph, at (719) 547-2160 and voice your concerns.  Also, our Metro Board.  You can email
them via the PWMD web site: http://pueblowestmetro.com  Or come to the meetings and voice
your opinion.  I have been at several meetings, but it’s only been myself, I need more people to
help stop this.  I will be at the January 22nd meeting requesting “action” on this issue. 

If you have any questions, you can call or email me anytime.  Please allow me a day to get back
to you.

Thank you for you time.

Sincerely,



Chris Bryant
Owner: Bryant Builders

Pictures below are of 45 Rancho Vista Drive.  You can also see this type of meter install at 1214
Sweetwater.  


